22                             JESUS  OF  THE  GOSPELS.
Hatchard says 1 may say the same about any classical work. Not one of the originals of the Greek or Latin works which have come down to us is now extant, and it is urged by my opponent that I ought to treat them in the same fashion as I have treated the Bible. My reply to that is that It is precisely because I do treat the Bible in the same way as any other ancient book, that I require some proof as to the authorship and authenticity of what is therein contained. If I find a classical work in which are related a number of miraculous events, 1 do not believe them as matters of fact or of history any more than I believe in the miraculous events which the Bible narrates. We now come to what has been said about Dr. Tischendorf, and I may tell you that I do not lay much stress upon Tischendorf's authority, and I will tell you why. According to his own confession, he discovered one of these MSS. of which you have heard in a monastery on Mount Sinai, and while believing that he was in possession of the most priceless of treasures, the most ancient copy of the word of God in existence, he kept it to himself for fifteen years before lie announced his unparalleled discovery to the world. The man who would thus keep for fifteen years the most valuable of the MSS. in the world is not a man, I say, who ought to be thoroughly relied on. 1 will now take up Josephus where I laid him down. I will give you the last point, and that is that the second and fourth sections run straight on, while the third section, which consists of this passage which is said to be a forgery, is not connected in sense with those two sections I have mentioned. The end of the second section reads thus: " Since the people were unarmed, and were caught by men prepared for what they were about, there were a great number of them slain by this means, and others of them ran away wounded ; and thus an
end was put to this sedition.....About the same time
also another sad calamity put the Jews into disorder." I allege to you that these two paragraphs which I have read ought to be read consecutively without the intervention of the other paragraph, and that they make sense so read, while the first words of the fourth section have no meaning after the third. I have now disposed of the Latin writers. I have disposed of Josephus. I have said the best I can say briefly about them, and I shall best consult the time and the work before me if, instead of going over any ground twice,